5.0 MIM Theory oo

Labor Aristocracy

By MC5

In this special issue of MIM Theory we examine four different lines on the
existence, non-existence or size of the proletariat in the United States:

1) Political line is decisive, and since Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought is a science,
there is no need to argue over how to tailor MIM's line to the proletariat of the United
States. Particularly in regard to world war, the international proletariat has already said
“enough!” No further investigation is needed.

The scientific explanation of World War is in Lenin’s book Imperialism. This
analysis has proved factually well-researched and valid. There is no need to modify the
most basic conclusions through an analysis of US conditons.

The advanced are those who respond in action against the current imperialist World
War IIl. These people need to be welded together in a vanguard party to lead revolution.

II) There is no proletariat in the United States arymore, only oppressed nationalities such
as Afrikans, Mexicanos etc. which have proletarians within their nations. This is the
position of J. Sakai, published by Morningstar Press.

A prisoner and another correspondent introduced MCS to the works of Morningstar
Press. MC5 will now bring Sakai’s arguments to MIM.

With victory in World War I and World War II, the United States white “settler”
population was elevated right out of the working class into the petty-bourgeoisie
completely. If there are white working class elements they are scattered, demonstrate no
proletarian class consciousness and only hope to gain access to the privileged classes that
whites are generally found in.

The bulk of the proletariat in the world is found in the Third World. Us
imperialism’s superexploitation of the Third World and colonies internal to the US has
made a frivolous living standard possible for white setters.

The main problem faced by the US ruling class is how to exploit non-settlers
without concentrating them in one place too long where they will become revolutionaries
and manage to overthrow the system.

1) The labor aristocracy, or bourgeoisified working class, has become a majority of the
US population. This is the position of H.W. Edwards in Labor Aristocracy: Mass Base for
Social Democracy. Comrade MC6 upholds this book and MCS is also quite impressed.

This book is similar to Sakai’s in that it uses many indicators to show that there is
no proletarian consciousness or culture in the US in order to prove that the proletariat is a
lot smaller than usually assumed by the “Left.” On the other hand, Edwards implies that
there might be a white proletariat; although, he does not discuss any evidence that a white
proletariat does exist. Rather, Edwards says the workers are bought into social democracy
and/or racism in the West.

This is in contrast with Sakai, who in criticizing the anti-racist movement says that
the goal of Afrikans should be national liberation, not integration into the American
bourgeoisie and petty-bourgeoisie.
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